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the memory of Pierre's fatal accident did not make a nervous
watcher out of her. The little girls were to go out alone very
early, at eleven or twelve years of age; soon they were to travel
without an escort.
Their spiritual health was no less dear to her. She tried to
preserve them from nostalgic reverie, from regret, from the
excesses of sensibility. She took a singular decision: that of
never speaking of their father to the orphans. This choice was,
above all, due to a physical impossibility in her. Until the end
of her days it was with the greatest difficulty that Marie could
pronounce "Pierre" or "Pierre Curie'* or "your father" or "my*
husband,39 and her conversation, in order to get round the little
islets of memory, was to employ incredible stratagems. She
did not judge this silence to be blameworthy with regard to her
daughters. Rather than plunge them into an atmosphere of
tragedy, she deprived them, and deprived herself, of noble
emotions.
And as she had not established the cult of the vanished
scientist in her house, neither did she establish the cult of
martyred Poland. She wished Ir&ne and Eve to learn Polish,
and for them to know and love her native land. But she
deliberately made true Frenchwomen of them. Ah, let them
never feel torn between two countries, or suffer in vain for a
persecuted race! . . .
She did not have her daughters baptized and gave them no
sort of pious education. She felt herself incapable of teaching
them dogmas in which she no longer believed: above all, she
feared for them the distress she had known when she lost her
faith. There was no anticlerical sectarianism in this. Absolutely
tolerant, Marie was t<> affirm on many occasions to her children
that if they wanted to give themselves a religion later on, she
would leave them perfectly free.
Mme Curie was content that her daughters should know
nothing of the uneasy childhood, drudging adolescence and
poverty-stricken youth that had been hers. At the same time she
did not wish for them to live in luxury. On several occasions
Marie had had the opportunity of assuring a great fortune to